Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 18, 2025

WELCOME & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Out of respect and in the spirit of truth, we acknowledge that we gather in community on land which
is Treaty 7 territory and the traditional territory of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian Plains. We
honour the Blackfoot people past, present and future, and the Metis Nation of Alberta, Region Ill. May
our actions and choices demonstrate open hearts, kindness, and compassion towards all who call this
place home.

COMMUNITY LIFE

Church picnic - June 1 from 11 am to 2 pm at Kin Picnic Shelter

INTRODUCTION

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all
things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to
see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.



GATHERING SONG MEDLEY

“All Are Welcome” ELW 641 (v1,2&5)
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LITANY -

(inspired by Isaiah 43:18-19; 65:17, Revelation 21:5, Romans 12:2)

Living God, we are your people,

bound to you by the love of Jesus Christ

and by the call of your Holy Spirit.

Hold us deep in that truth

even as you move us into your new creation.
You are making all things new.

A new heaven, a new earth.
A new way of thinking, a new way of being.
You are making all things new.

No more death, no more mourning.
No more crying, no more pain.
You are making all things new.

Renew our minds to renew the world
by living out your commandment of love.
You are making all things new.

“A New Commandment” WOV 664
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

It is our delight to pray. God of life, who in your Son Jesus taught us the new commandment to love
one another as He loved us, we ask you to grant us the grace to live in true brotherhood. May our love
be a reflection of your infinite love, and may our actions bear witness to your presence in the world.
Help us, through listening to your Word, to be instruments of peace, understanding, and solidarity, so
that, following Jesus' example, we may build a more just world filled with your love.

Through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever.
Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
FIRST READING Acts11:1-18

Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized
him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, “l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and it
came close to me. As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds
of the air. | also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But | replied, ‘By no means,
Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened three
times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me
from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered
the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire
household will be saved.” And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us
at the beginning. And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift that he gave
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hinder God?” 8 When they heard
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “"Then God has given even to the gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

For the word of God in scripture,
for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-6

| saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

"See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them and be their God;

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, | am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, "It is done! | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of

the water of life.”

For the word of God in scripture,
for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Blessing, Honor, Glory to the Lamb”
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GOSPEL John13:31-35

The holy gospel according to John the 13th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as | said to the
Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.” | give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Today’s sermon has been prepared and shared by Pastor Peter Lisinski who serves Emmanuel
Lutheran Church in Toronto, Eastern Synod.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY "“Lord, Make Us Servants” Sing! 204
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.
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OFFERTORY HYMN "“You Are Holy” ELW 525
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OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you call us to follow you. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our proclamation of your
grace for all people without exceptions, especially those often overlooked in our communities. God of
life, pour out your love.

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of your presence from
the smallest flower to the tallest tree, and enable gardens and crops to grow. God of life, pour out
your love.

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in power toward
equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient resources to live safely and with
dignity. God of life, pour out your love.

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, experiencing
broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing iliness especially Myrtle, Don and Carol,
Arne, Kate, Thelma, Margaret, Karen, Dave, Tiffany, Blair, Corrie, Patrick, Lori, Joel and Ellen, Linda,
Shirley, Reinhold and Isabel, Derek, Hugh and Ally, Jim, Carter, Doreen, Margaret and Clayton, Alan,
Nancy, Sheila, Cindy, Jody, Cliff, Barry and Christine, and those we name silently now . . . [silence].
Wipe away every tear. God of life, pour out your love.

Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities, and bring an end to racism in
our churches and communities. We give you thanks, O God, for this community of faith and all who
worship with us in person and online. Support and uphold those who pray for others, that their time
with you will encourage their hearts. We ask your blessing on Pastor Joel and his family, and Clayton &
Margaret Sailer and Sandra Sailer. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one
another. God life, pour out your love.

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love. Guide us by their
example, until we join them in your eternal home. God of life, pour out your love.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the

name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death into life fill you with great joy.
May you be rooted and grounded in + Christ's love,

strengthened by the Spirit,

and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.
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SENDING SONG “He Came Down” ELW 253

1. Jesus came bringing us love
Jesus came bringing us love
Jesus came bringing us love
hallelujah forevermore!

2. Jesus came bringing us hope
Jesus came bringing us hope
Jesus came bringing us hope
hallelujah forevermore!

3. Jesus came bringing us life
Jesus came bringing us life
Jesus came bringing us life
hallelujah forevermore!

SENDING

Go in peace. In Christ we are made new.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSION
MUSIC & LITURGY

“All are Welcome” Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music & Refrain: Marty Haugen, Text & Music: © 1994
GIA Publications, Inc. Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-712444.

“A New Commandment” Text: John 13:34-35; Music: Anonymous.

“Blessing, Honor, and Glory” Text: Geoff Bullock & David Reidy; Music: Georff Bullock & David Reidy.
Text & Music © 1998 Word Music, LLC and Maranatha Music, admin, Music Services, Inc. Reproduced with
permission under CCLI Licence #547407.

“You Are Holy” Text: Per Harling, b. 1945, Music: Du AR HELIG, Per Harling. Text & Music© Ton Vis
Produktion AB, admin. Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-712444.

“He Came Down” Text: Cameroon traditional; Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949.
Arr.©1986 lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-712444.
Litany~ https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Easter 5 Year C

Originally posted on the Monthly Prayers page (how Weekly Worship) of the Christian Aid website

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #A-712444, and CCLI Licence #547407. All rights reserved.
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