Reformation Sunday

October 26, 2025

WELCOME

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Out of respect and in the spirit of truth, we acknowledge that we gather in community on land which is
Treaty 7 territory and the traditional territory of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian Plains. We honour
the Blackfoot people past, present and future, and the Metis Nation of Alberta, Region Ill. May our actions
and choices demonstrate open hearts, kindness, and compassion toward all who call this place home.

COMMUNITY LIFE

Intergenerational Event — Craft and Sundaes remembering All Saints Day Sunday, this afternoon at
3:30pm.

Painting with Bob, Wednesday, Oct 29 at 1 pm-sign up in the place of welcome

INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God's grace, that Jesus Christ sets

us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray
for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

Let us take a moment to center our hearts and minds.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority,
| therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



SONG OF PRAISE “A Mighty Fortress” ELW 504 v 1, 2, 4
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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

It is our delight to pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church
in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

PSALM 46 with “Though the Earth Shall Change” ACS 1035
Sing once at the beginning and then as noted below
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though the em - pire fal - ters, we will not fear.

God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.



The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Though the earth shall change,
though the mountains tremble,
though the waters rage,

you, God, are here.

Though the nations war,
though the peoples battle,
though the empire falters,

we will not fear.

Come now, regard the works of the LORD,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, then, and know that | am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Though the earth shall change,
though the mountains tremble,
though the waters rage,

you, God, are here.

Though the nations war,
though the peoples battle,
though the empire falters,

we will not fear.

SECOND READING: - please read intro

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship
with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from
sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.
Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified

before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
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But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law
and the Prophets, the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there
is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to demonstrate at the
present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of
Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather
through the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the
law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia. Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?” ELW Setting 3

0 & .
| | - ]
G e
\\aV — | | — o g © | —
J — | —
Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
e e
M& I | | — I e — 7
] o — m— - —— |
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-Iu - ia. Al-le-1lu - ia

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free'?”

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does
not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you
free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your World” ELW 517
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APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Renewed in God's everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

Renewing God, fill your church with grace, mercy, and love so that it may be transformed by your word.
Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the uniting and transforming
power of the gospel. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those who work to restore and
renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered species throughout the world. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror no longer are the norm on your earth.
Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission
and purpose. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Restoring God, be present with all who suffer and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are
incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment insecurity, oppression, or
discrimination. Heal those who are ill especially Myrtle, Alice, Don and Carol, Arne, Kate, Karen, Janet C,
Victor and Judy, Janet D, Dave, Tiffany, Corrie, Alice, Patrick, Joel and Ellen, Linda, Shirley, Derek, Hugh
and Ally, Jim N., Donna, Helga, Margaret and Clayton, Nancy, Sheila, Cindy, Heather, Ray, Alan and those
we name silently now. Be our stronghold at all times. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and reconciliation between
people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal
wounds we have caused one another. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Renewing God, renew our lives and our commitment individually and as a congregation to witness to the
gospel and serve you as we are called. We give thanks for those who take care of our building and ask your
blessing on them and the work that they do. Be near to Kevin and Diane Fhordbotten and Millicent
Foelker, and continue to hold Pastor Joel, Vanessa, and Hans in your loving care. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us hope in your son’s victory

through the to cross. We offer our prayers, both spoken and silent, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

We sing as we set our table.

OFFERING SONG “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 182 — piano
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Together let us take and eat, the body of Christ given for you
Together let us take and drink, the blood of Christ shed for you

COMMUNION VIDEO

COMMUNION SONGS

“For the Bread which You Have Broken” (v1,2,4,) ELW 494
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“The Church of Christ in Every Age” (v1,2,3,5,) ELW 729
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: Pour out your Spirit on all who share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen

those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG "“Soli Deo Gloria” (v 1,4,5) ELW 878
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SENDING

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. We will!
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