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WELCOME           
  
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT      
 
Out of respect and in the spirit of truth, we acknowledge that we gather in community on land which is 
Treaty 7 territory and the traditional territory of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian Plains. We honour 
the Blackfoot people past, present and future, and the Metis Nation of Alberta, Region III. May our 
actions and choices demonstrate open hearts, kindness, and compassion toward all who call this place 
home. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE    
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION             
     
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human 
person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, 
the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes 
among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. 
Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
 
 
I invite you to take a moment to open your heart to God’s fullness today.  
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GATHERING SONG   “All My Heart Again Rejoices” (v 1-2)  ELW 273  
 

 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS         
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge 
and our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen. 
 
God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Our sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen. 
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“All My Heart Again Rejoices” (v 3-4)   ELW 273 
 

Come, then, let us hasten yonder; 
here let all, great and small, 
kneel in awe and wonder; 
love him who with love is yearning; 
hail the star that from far 
bright with hope is burning. 
 
You, dear Lord, I'll ever cherish; 
though my breath fail in death, 
I will never perish: 
by your side in light eternal 
I shall be endlessly 
filled with joy supernal. 

 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY        
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
It is our delight to pray.  Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. 
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14        

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice 
over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness 
instead of sorrow. 

A reading from Jeremiah.   

Thus says the LORD: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
  See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
  With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back; 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
  Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 
  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 
  For the LORD has ransomed Jacob 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
  They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
  Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy; 
  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 
  I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the LORD. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14      
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places,  just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be 
holy and blameless before him in love.  He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will,  to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on 
us in the Beloved.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace  that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight  he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,  as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  In Christ we 
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,  so that we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit;  this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia”  ELW Setting 8  
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The gospel reading and sermon for today have been prepared and shared by Pastor Jane Gingrich who 

serves as the Spiritual Health Practitioner for Royal Inland Hospital in Kamloops, BC 
 
GOSPEL:  John 1:[1-9] 10-18    
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being  in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
   There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]  
  He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him.  He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,  who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
   And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.  (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”)  From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON  
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  ELW 295 (v 1 solo, v 2-5 all)  
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NICENE CREED          
 
We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PEACE              
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING PRAYER            
    
Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring 
the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the 
trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in 
need. 

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be with us now, not only in 
the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved people of this assembly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in the waters of 
baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden watered by your grace. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and far, in bodies of all 
kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many places, praising you in many tongues. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new relationship, or a new living 
situation, especially those displaced because of tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need your life-
giving touch this day especially Alice, Don and Carol, Arne, Kate, Karen, Janet C, Victor and Judy, Janet 
D, Dave, Tiffany, Lori, Corrie, Alice, Patrick, Joel and Ellen, Linda H, Murray, Shirley, Derek, Hugh and 
Ally, Jim N., Donna, Helga, Margaret and Clayton, Nancy, Sheila, Cindy, Ray, Alan T and those we name 
silently now . . . Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself through your holy Word. Sustain all who provide food and fellowship in this 
congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs of your welcoming presence among 
us. Bless the work of our Soup Kitchen volunteers and keep close Dean, Tracy, Kyra & Nathan Hawkins 
and Alice Haraga. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. Hold the family of Margaret 
Pommen in your loving care and be their source of strength now and in the days ahead. We remember 
those who have died and look to being united with them in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your 
boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 



10 
 

Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING             
       
The triune God,  
glorious Mystery,  
holy Incarnate One,  
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   “He Came Down” ELW 253  
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SENDING             
 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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